Confessions of faith
A man learns the true meaning of forgiveness.
Julie K. Wietzke  (September 2010 issue)
Sweet forgiveness.

Oh, the sound is so sweet.

How could you love the unlovable

How could you love me

Chris Driesbach, a WELS singer and songwriter, has a hard time singing his song “Sweet forgiveness.” “You know, you can’t sing and cry at the same time,” he says. But it is still one of his favorite songs to sing because it tells about the struggle of sinners and the love of Christ who took away the burden of sin—a message Driesbach holds dear.
How could you love the unlovable?
Driesbach didn’t always feel this way about his Savior. In fact, for a long time he didn’t believe in God at all. 
As a youth in Idaho, Driesbach attended church sporadically with his parents and read parts of the Bible, but he was never baptized. When he was 14, he began asking his parents questions about religion. Their reply? “Why don’t you decide for yourself.”
Driesbach began attending different churches—he mentions Mormon and Catholic—with his friends. “I began to see pretty quickly that these churches disagreed with each other,” he says. “I basically decided I didn’t agree with anybody.” By the time he was 16,  he had declared himself an atheist.

“One memory I have of my youth is writing a paper in senior English class explaining why God is dead,” says Driesbach. “My teacher asked me if I believe the things I wrote. He began to weep and said, ‘Mr. Driesbach, I despair for you.’ I was proud of myself for making my English teacher cry.”

A troubled youth, Driesbach began drinking when he was 14—a lifestyle in which he continued as an adult. “Drinking was the only time I really felt okay,” he says. 

After receiving a partial music scholarship, Driesbach went to college but quickly dropped out, joined the Air Force, and became a member of the guard. He also kept playing music in bars and continued drinking . . . a lot.

Driesbach kept the party atmosphere going for more than ten years, even through a marriage, two children, and a divorce. “That was a stormy relationship,” he says, “and I was basically the storm.” He was an alcoholic—“I was drinking a bottle of whiskey a day at that point,” he says—and had no use for God.

Sweet forgiveness
 One morning Driesbach work up in a motel in Alaska, and he had the shakes. “That never happened to me before, and it really scared me because I knew what that was—I was starting to die of alcoholism,” says Driesbach. 

He decided to join a recovery group and quit drinking. “I went to this meeting and found out the solution to being a drunk is God,” he says. “I was disgusted but on the other hand I was so desperate that I didn’t care.” He followed all the group’s suggestions and has been sober for more than 22 years.
The whole process got him thinking more about God, who he believed had saved him from drinking. “After a while, I stopped being an atheist. I thought, Okay, there is a God, but he’s unknown to me…. My arrogance basically continued, but I became a little more open-minded,” says Driesbach.

Nine years later, Driesbach was back in Alaska, playing music at a local hotel. He was living in an apartment near Faith, Anchorage, and became friends with Faith’s pastor, James Oldfield. 
One day, Driesbach, thinking it would be fun to argue with his friend about religion, baited Oldfield with a provocative religious question. Oldfield responded by inviting Driesbach to Bible information class. Driesbach refused—he didn’t want to be involved with the church plus he was playing music six nights a week. Oldfield then asked Driesbach to just come to his office once a week to talk. “That appealed to me because I remember thinking that it’ll be fun to sit and drink coffee and argue with my friend,” says Driesbach. 
Little did he know what God had in store. “[Pastor Oldfield] would never argue with me,” says Driesbach. “He’d say, ‘Let’s see what the Bible says about that.’ . . . I didn’t believe any of it, but it was fascinating to me. How did I—an educated smart guy—never find out that God is not your kindly old uncle, but he’s the all-seeing, mighty Creator that demands perfection of his creation, has laws that have to be kept, and punishes every infraction. No one ever told me that, and no one ever told me that Jesus was the solution.”

The Holy Spirit began working. About six weeks after Driesbach started meeting with Oldfield, Driesbach says he remembers things starting to click into place. “I said, ‘Jim, wait a minute. All this stuff is true, isn’t it? This stuff is real.’ That was quite the day. I was laughing and crying. It felt as though my entire world was flipped on its axis. Everything was different because the Bible is true and I have a Savior and I’m going to heaven,” says Driesbach.
Driesbach says he especially felt the burdens of his sins being lifted. “I was always trying to compensate for the bad things I had done, but I just couldn’t. I was hurting deeply,” he says. “That left me. I felt this weight come off my back. I could see and feel exactly what Jesus had done for me.”

He was baptized and confirmed in June 1995.

Oh, the freedom and the comfort

Driesbach continued to travel and play his music, but now he attended Bible study and worship in WELS churches wherever he went. In 2000, he settled in New Orleans, La., where he joined Crown of Life Lutheran Church and helped start up the church’s gospel choir. 
When Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans in 2005, more than one thousand WELS volunteers traveled there to help clean up and rebuild the church and its neighborhood. Afterwards, Driesbach wanted to say thank you. “I realized that this might be an opportunity for me to live this dream life—to travel around playing in churches and singing songs that I had written,” he says.

He’s been doing that ever since. He has released six CDs and has been traveling the country with his music. 
Recently he started playing in prisons and jails. His favorite song to sing there: “Sweet forgiveness.” “I know these guys understand guilt and shame, sin and punishment. They’ve got that part down,” he says. “But some of them are ready to hear about forgiveness.”

That’s a message that Driesbach is all too willing to share.

Oh, the freedom and the comfort

Of finally coming home

To know the depth of his forgiveness,

To know the struggle is gone.
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